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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia. 
December 8, 1869 


Hon. George S. Boutwell 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Dear Sir: 

I yesterday received a communication under date of November 29th, from A. Curry, Esq. 
Superintendent of the Branch Mint at Carson City, Nevada, complaining of the great 
embarrassment arising from the continued neglect of the Melter & Refiner, to either enter upon 
the performance of his official duties, or resign his position. I enclose herewith, a copy of Mr. 
Curry’s letter, and of an enclosed telegram from the Melter & Refiner, and beg to call your 
attention to the Superintendent’s earnest appeal. 

Iam not able at this moment after some inquiry, to recommend a suitable person for 
Melter & Refiner, but would advise that the Assayer, Mr. Frank D. Hetrick be authorized to act as 
Melter & Refiner, until a regular appointment can be made. This arrangement to be, of course, 
only temporary, as the Assayer and Melter & Refiner should be a check upon each other. 

I shall advise the Superintendent to retain the clerks and employees he refers to, until he 
can get fairly into operation, rather than dismiss them now, and run the risk of filling their places 
afterward. It is of the first importance that the operative officers and employees should be skilled 
and practical men; hence my direction to Mr. Curry to retain those he refers to. 


Yours respectfully, 
James Pollock 
Director 


